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1.0 USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map Application

1.1 Introduction

This document provides instructions for using the USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map (PHZM)
Application. The PHZM User Guide is a reference tool to assist you with obtaining plant
hardiness zone information for your area of interest. By the end of this guide, you will be able to
obtain plant hardiness zone information from a plant hardiness ZIP Code Finder, from static map
images and through an interactive GIS-based map.

The PHZM User Guide is divided into two sections:

1. USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map Application in a JavaScript enabled Internet Browser
(Section 2.0)

2. USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map Application in a JavaScript disabled Internet Browser
(Section 3.0)

1.2 Supported Internet Browsers

This application was designed and tested to function properly when using Microsoft Internet
Explorer 8.0 and above and Mozilla Firefox 7.0 and above. If you are using an older version of
these browsers or another browser and experience any problems with this application, we
recommend you upgrade to the current versions. You may click on the links provided to
download and upgrade to the current browsers.

Microsoft Internet Explorer: http://www.microsoft.com/internetexplorer/

Mozilla Firefox: http://www.mozilla.org/firefox/

2.0 USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map Application
(JavaScript Enabled Internet Browser)

2.1 Introduction

When you access the USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map application in a JavaScript enabled
Internet browser, you will access the home page which looks similar to the graphic below in
section 2.2.

If you have a JavaScript disabled Internet Browser, it will behave differently on some pages. To
review those differences, click here
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2.2 USDA PHZM Home Page

The USDA PHZM Home page consists of a Plant Hardiness ZIP Code Finder and static images
of the plant hardiness zone map for the continental United States, Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto
Rico.

Static plant hardiness
zone maps

USDA Agricultural R h Servi Mapping by PRISM Climate Group - Oregon State Universit
=_—— Agriculiural Researc ervice

United States Department of Agriculture Stay Connected n 1] &

Find Your Plant Hardiness Zone View Your State Map
Enter ZIP Code: m For a static map of your state, click on the map below or | Select a State
Plant Hardiness ZIP /
. USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map
COde Flnder The USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map is

the standar d by which gardeners and
growers can determine which plants are
mast likely to thrive at a location. The
map is based on the average annual
minimum winter temperature, divided
into 10-degree F zones.

For the first time, the map is available
as an interactive GIS-based map, for
which a broadband Internet connection
is recommended, and as static images
for those with slower Internet access.
Users may also simply type in a Zip
Code and find the hardiness zone for
that area.

No posters of the USDA Plant Hardiness
Zone Map have been printed. But state,
regional, and national images of the map
can be downloaded and printed in a
variety of sizes and resolutions.

Build# 2.2, 12/13/11

2.2.1 Plant Hardiness ZIP Code Finder

The Plant Hardiness ZIP Code Finder allows you to retrieve a plant hardiness zone and
temperature range for a ZIP Code using the following steps. First, make sure you are in the
Home Page or select the Home tab on the toolbar to return to the Home page.

Step 1: Access the ZIP Code Finder
Enter a five-digit ZIP Code in the Enter ZIP Code search field and click the Find button.

Find Your Plant Hardiness Zone

Enter ZIP Code: m

Step 2: Answer CAPTCHA Challenge

A CAPTCHA Challenge will be displayed the first time you access the ZIP Code Finder from
the home page. Enter the displayed CAPTCHA phrase in the Enter code field and click
Validate. If you need audio assistance, click the Audio button to activate the CAPTCHA audio.
Click the Reload button to refresh (change) the CAPTCHA image.
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| 21P Code Search Secur ]

ZIP Code Search

This prompt will appear on your first query, and every &
queries thereafter.

Flease complete the Captcha below 1o continue:

e T R " Reload
7 ZD7RN o)
. NI sty Audio W)
(Case-sensitive) Cancel

Why am | seeing this and what is a Captcha?

Step 3: View Plant Hardiness Zone
After answering the CAPTCHA question, the plant hardiness zone and temperature range will be
displayed below the Enter ZIP Code search field.

Find Your Plant Hardiness Zone

Enter ZIP Code: m

Zone 9b : 25 to 30 (F)

2.2.2 Static Map Images

There are two ways to access static map images of the plant hardiness zone map for the
continental United States, Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico; each option is described below. To
access, first make sure you are in the Home page or select the Home tab on the toolbar to return
to the Home page.

Option 1
Click on a state in the continental United States, Alaska, Hawaii, or Puerto Rico on the
plant hardiness zone map.

USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map A ety
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A new pop-up window will display the selected plant hardiness zone map. To close the
map, click the X button in the top right-hand corner of the pop-up window.

b % Plant Hardiness Zone Maplt
' Southern
California

Terp (f) Bre T (£)
29to-18 [T 104 w380
4030 [T 401w 233
<toes 4 [ 123w 28
S0 [ e w170
ons [ 7aw-1s
swm[ @ |62z
wni[m 12104
wen[B [sams? o v m
D] s -
swnE]iewgy 0 3 D W0 -
D2 R 1w % \
w4 R 17w 4d wl
ove il cnr: N oo SR

Option 2
Select a state (including Puerto Rico) from the View Your State Map drop-down menu.

View Your State Map

For a static map of your state, click on the map below or |Se|ec:t a State bt

Click on a state (including Puerto Rico) in the drop-down menu.

View Your State Map

For a static map of your state, click on the map below or | Alabama v

Select a State ~

Alabama
Alaska

r Arizona
USDA Plant Hardiness Z0| ayansas =
=i California-Marth
California-South
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware

4 District of Columbia
o Florida

| Georgia

Hawaii

| Idaho

Minais

[ EREERERER RS

= &2

A new pop-up window will display the selected plant hardiness zone map. To close the
map, click the X button in the top right-hand corner of the pop-up window.
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2.3 USDA PHZM View Maps Page

The USDA PHZM View Maps page consists of a three-step wizard (i.e., selection process) to

obtain state, regional or national plant hardiness zone maps in three different dots-per-inch (dpi)
resolutions.

2.3.1 View Maps Wizard
Access state, regional or national plant hardiness zone maps in three different resolutions using
the following steps. To access the Wizard, make sure you are in the View Maps page or select

the View Maps tab on the toolbar to return to the View Maps page.

Step 1: Choose a geography — Select the State, Regional or National button.

Step 1 - Choose a geography
O state

O Regional

O National

After selection, a drop-down menu will appear. Select the state, region, or national map of
interest. If State is selected, the drop-down menu will default to a list of state maps. If Regional
is selected, the drop-down menu will default to a list of regional maps. If National is selected, the
drop-down menu will default to a list of national maps.

Step 1 - Choose a geography
@ state

' Regional

© National

Select a state map
Alabarma
Sl Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California-Marth
California-South
Ste| Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
| Florida
Georgia
Harwraii
Idaho
lllinois

Indiana -
| LY |gwa lity Map?

Kansas

[ Fentucky o

Step 2: Select a resolution — After the geography selection, select the Standard, Medium, or
High resolution button.
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Step 1 - Choose a geography
® state

C Regional

C National

|Alahama V|

Step 2 - Select aresolution
C standard (72 dpi)

C Medium (150 dpi)

C High (300 dpi)

Step 3: View a map — After the resolution selection, you have three options for accessing the
map: Preview Map, Open Full Map, or Save Full Map. These options are further described in the
next section. Select one of the options, and you should be able to access your map accordingly.

Step 1 - Choose a geography

@ state
O Regional
O wational

Step 2 - Select aresolution
@ standard (72 dpi)

& Medium (150 dpi)

© High (300 dpi)

Step 3 - View a map

2.3.2 Viewing the Map
This section describes the functionality associated with each of the available options for viewing
the map defined in the View Maps Wizard (section 2.3.1).

2.3.2.1 Preview Map Button
Click the Preview Map button. The map will appear within the PHZM window.
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Mapping by PRISM Climate Group - Oregon State University

Agricultural Research Service

USDA
=oLA

United States Department of Agriculture

mm HEpRDHE DnEAss EISENE e “

Stay Connected ﬂ i

‘fou are here: Home /iew Mans

Step 1 - Choose a geography View Maps
@ state B S —
O regional -
O national
ST B0 a6 D USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map
® standard (72 dpi) A| abama
© medium (150 dpi)
© High (300 dpi) Average Annual Extreme
Step 3 - View a map Minimum Temperature
1976-2005
Temp (F) Zone Temp (C)
Open Full Map [ Save Full Map ;‘:: '1:“1';:
010 [7b_| 1510
101015 (B4 ] .12210-0.4
1020 8.4ta67
0t 25 87 1030
| Locking for a Print Quality Map? |
| Looking for a Simplified Map? |
| Looking for an Interactive Map? |
-

Build# 1.1, 11/30/11

2.3.2.2 Open Full Map Button
Click the Open Full Map button. The map will appear in a new window. You can print this map

using the browser default printing menu option or button.

L5004 Plaet Hardirss Zoove Map
Alabama

i o

2.3.2.3 Save Full Map Button
Click the Save Full Map Button. Your default browser download window will appear,

prompting you to open the file or save the file to your computer. Select "Save File" to save it
locally.
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USDA Agricultural Research Service Mapping by PRISM Climate Group - Oregon State University
—

United States Department of Agricultur Slay=Gompected n 9 & ﬁ = b\
You have chosen to open
You are here: Horne  View Maps
&) ALjpg
which is a: JPEG Image (320 KB)
Step 1 - Choose a geography IV from: http:/jdddemal .esri.com
© state vihat should Firefox do with this file?
O Regional : -
(%) Openwith  Microsoft Office 2010 (default) v
O National
() save File
13
Step 2 - Select a resolution b st
wn list,
® standard (72 dpi)
Cancel
T e s
O High (300 dpi) a. Choose from standard resolution (72 ddgs per inch [dpi]),
: LD dois e Lok oo doi

Step 3 - View a map

#*Standard resolution images will load more quickly, but will
provide a lesser quality image. For low-bandwidth
(dial-up) users, we recommend the standard resolution

Open Full Map | Save Full Map Step 3. View a map.

a. Click "Preview Map" to view the map.

b. Click "Open Full Map" to view the entire map in a new
browswer window and have the option to print using your
Internet browser print function.

c. Click "Save Full Map" to download the map to your
computer.

’ Looking for a Print Quality Map? |

2.4 USDA PHZM About Pages

The USDA PHZM About pages consist of detailed information regarding the following topics:

Maps & Gardening, What's New, Map Making, Acknowledgments, and Copyright.

2.4.1 About Page Content

There are two ways to access About page content; each option is described below. To access,
make sure you are in the About page or select the About tab on the toolbar to return to the About

page.

Option 1 — About Page Drop-Down Menu

Place your cursor over the About tab on the toolbar. A drop-down menu will appear.
Click the topic of interest, and the information will be displayed within the PHZM

window.
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Option 2 — About Page Topics

Click a page of interest in the About Topics box on the left side of the PHZM window.
The page of interest will display in the PHZM window.

=——_= Agnculiural Research Service

United States Department of Agriculture

mm Map & Deafionnionds n

%'ou are here: Home [ Abo

M'ILS & Gardening | |
. Whit's Hew

Topics . d
B Mapmaking

e L AcEnowledgments & Citation -

= What's New Copyright .

= Mapmaking ‘3

= Acknowledgments & Citation| garden or change what
> Copyright thriving in your yard will 1
Hardiness zones are bas

extreme minimum tempe
neriod in the nast not

2.5 USDA PHZM Map & Data Downloads Page

The USDA PHZM Map & Data Downloads Page consists of access to the following:

e Map Downloads: Downloadable maps for specialty purposes such as Print Quality Maps,
Simplified Map Components, and Previous Edition of the Map.

e Geography (GIS) Downloads: Downloadable plant hardiness zone GIS data.

e Multi-ZIP Code Finder: This selection provides an external link to Climate Source, Inc.,
which provides a multiple or "batch-mode™ ZIP Code finder that may be purchased by the
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user. This application allows the user to match hundreds or thousands of 5-digit ZIP
Codes with the appropriate USDA Plant Hardiness Zone.

Each of these is described in the sections below.

2.5.1 Map Downloads

The Map Downloads page provides access to additional downloadable maps including Print
Quality Maps, Simplified Map Components, and Previous Edition of the Map. Follow the steps
below to access these resources.

Step 1: Accessing the Map Downloads page

There are two ways to access the Map Downloads page; each option is described below. First,
make sure you are in the Map & Data Downloads page or select the Map & Data Downloads
tab on the toolbar to return to the Map & Data Downloads page.

Option 1 — Map & Data Downloads Drop-Down Menu
Place your cursor over the Map & Data Downloads tab on the toolbar. A drop-down

menu will appear. Click Map Downloads. The Map Downloads page will appear in the
PHZM window.

United States Department of Agric =

You are here: Home f Map Downloads

Map Downloads -
Geography {GIS) Downloads
Multi-ZIP Code Finder

Topics

= Map Downloads

= Geography (GIS) Downloads
= Multi-ZIP Code Finder

of graphic artists, printers, and other

Mational, regional, and state maps ar

Option 2 — Map & Data Downloads Topics

Click the Map Downloads link in the Map & Data Downloads Topics box on the left
side of the PHZM.

Step 2: Selecting Desired Map

Once you have opened the Map Downloads page, you can scroll down the page to select from a
choice of Print Quality Maps, Simplified Map Components, and Previous Edition of the Map.
Each is described below.

e Print Quality Maps are very large files and may take a long time to download. Most of
the file formats are intended for graphic artists using specialized software. Very high-
resolution posters of the PHZM can also be printed from these files. To open your choice,
click the title.
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— Adobe Illustrator Files - Prompts the Internet Browser Save As window to
download an .ai file.

— Adobe PDF - Opens an Adobe PDF in an Internet Browser window.
— Graphic — Opens the graphic in an Internet Browser window.
— Adobe Photoshop - Prompts the Internet Browser Save As window to download a

.ps file.

Print Quality Maps*

File Link Type File Ext File Size
US Map 150 dpi (RGBEY adobe Ilustrator Al 82 MB
WS Map 300 dpi [RGB adobe Ilustrator Al 240 MB
WS Map 300 dpi {RGBY Asdobe POF PODF 305 MB
US Map 300 dpi (CMYK) Adobe Illustrator Al 318 MB
US Map 300 dpi {CMYK) adobe PDF POF 295 MB
US Map 300 dpi Graphic JPG 26 MB
US Map 300 dpi Graphic TIF 222 MB
US Map 300 dpi Adobe Photoshop PS 25 MB
*Print quality maps are wery large files and may take a long tirme to download.

e Simplified Map Components are individual pieces of the map (title, legend, etc.) and
several versions of the PHZM which can be utilized when displaying less detail is
preferred. To open these files, scroll to the appropriate selection and click on the desired
file. The file will open in a new Internet Browser window.

Simplified Map Components* *

File Link Type File Ext File Size
PHZIM Logo and Title - 300 dpi Graphic PHNG 7 KB
Lower 48 States - map - 300 dpi Graphic JPG 1.7 MB
Lower 48 States - legend - 300 dpi Graphic JPG g71 KB
All states - map - 300 dpi Graphic JPG 2.2 MB
All states - legend - 300 dpi Graphic IPG 871 KB
Alaska - map - 300 dpi Graphic JPG 721 KB
Alaska - legend - 300 dpi Graphic PG 675 KB
Hawaii - map - 300 dpi Graphic JPG 351 KB
Hawaii - legend - 300 dpi Graphic PG 26 KB
Puerto Rico - map - 300 dpi Graphic JPG 391 KB
Puerto Rico - legend - 300 dpi Graphic JPG 451 KB
**Zimplified map components are available as separate maps and legends, without titles, and without a&b zone
divisions, The titles and logos are available in a single file (listed first in the abowe table).

e Previous Edition of the Map gives you access to the previous edition of the USDA
PHZM. To open either the United States version or the complete map (all of North
America), click the title of the file. The corresponding Previous Edition PHZM map will
open in a new Internet Browser window.
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Prewous Edltlon of the Map

File Link Type File Ext File Size
1990 US Map Graphic PG 2 MB
1990 Morth America Map Graphic PG 6 MB

2.5.2 Geography (GIS) Downloads

The Geography (GIS) Downloads page provides access to downloadable GIS data used for
generating the maps. Follow the steps below to access the data.

Step 1: Access the Geography (GIS) Downloads page

There are two ways to access the Geography (GIS) Downloads page; each option is described
below. First, make sure you are in the Map & Data Downloads Page or select the Map & Data
Downloads tab on the toolbar to return to the Map & Data Downloads page.

Option 1 — Geography (GIS) Downloads Drop-Down Menu
Place your cursor over the Map & Data Downloads tab on the toolbar. A drop-down

menu will appear. Click Geography (GIS) Downloads. The 'GIS Data Downloads' page
will appear in the PHZM window.

Unlted States Department of Agriculture

mm Map & Data onnloads imeracte “ﬂp |

You are hare: Home I Map Downloads

Map Downloads / _
- "‘ F "" e i
Topics Geography (GIS) Downloads

Multi-ZIP Code Finder

= Map Downloads

ai
-zl e el of graphic artists, printers, and other
= Multi-ZIP Code Finder

Mational, regional, and state maps ars

Option 2 — Geography (GIS) Downloads Topics
Click the Geography (GIS) Downloads link in the Map & Data Data Downloads Topics
box on the left side of the PHZM.

Step 2: Access Climate Source Data Download page

Step 3: Click the Continue button at the bottom of the GIS Data Downloads page.

A new Internet Browser window will open to the Climate Source website.

e GIS data download website (http://www.climatesource.com/PHZM/gis_data.html).
e Support for the Climate Source website (http://www.climatesource.com/support.htm).
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2.5.3 Multi-ZIP Code Finder

This selection provides an external link to Climate Source, Inc., which provides a multiple or
"batch-mode" ZIP Code finder that may be purchased. This application allows the user to match
hundreds or thousands of 5-digit ZIP Codes with the appropriate USDA Plant Hardiness Zone.
To access, follow the steps below.

Step 1: Access the Multi-ZIP Code Finder page

There are two ways to access the Multi-Zip Code Finder page; each option is described below.
First, make sure you are in the Map & Data Downloads Page or select the Map & Data
Downloads tab on the toolbar to return to the Map & Data Downloads page.

Option 1 — Multi-ZIP Code Finder Drop-Down Menu

Place your cursor over the Map & Data Downloads tab on the toolbar. A drop-down
menu will appear. Click Multi-ZIP Code Finder. The Multi-ZIP Code Finder page will
appear in the PHZM window.

Unlted States Department of Agriculture

mm “!p & et Downloads interactve “ap |

Yoo are here; Home [ Wap Downloads

Map Downloads —]

- "‘ i "\ Car c
Topics Geography (GIS) Domw
Multi-ZIP Code Finder

= Map Downloads
ai

> Geography (GIS) Downloads of graphic artists, printers, and other

= Multi-ZIP Code Finder
Mational, regional, and state maps ary

Option 2 — Multi-ZIP Code Finder Topics

Click the Multi-ZIP Code Finder link in the Map & Data Downloads Topics box on the
left side of the PHZM. The Multi-ZIP Code Finder page will appear in the PHZM
window.

Step 2: Access the Multi-ZIP Code Finder
Click the Climate Source Web Site button at the bottom of the Multi-ZIP Code Finder page. A
new Internet Browser window will open to the Climate Source website.

e ZIP Code Finder website (http://www.climatesource.com/PHZM/zip.html).
e Support for the Climate Source website (http://www.climatesource.com/support.htm).

2.6 USDA PHZM Interactive Map Page

The USDA PHZM Interactive Map page is a dynamic viewer of plant hardiness zones for the
continental United States, Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico.
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2.6.1 Access the Interactive Map Viewer
To open the interactive map viewer, select the Interactive Map tab on the blue toolbar.

When the Interactive Map Viewer first loads, a CAPTCHA challenge will be displayed. Enter
the displayed CAPTCHA phrase in the Enter Code field and click Validate. CAPTCHA
challenges are case sensitive. If you need audible assistance to fill in the CAPTCHA challenge,
click the Audio button. Click the Reload button to refresh (change) the CAPTCHA image.

USDA 2 \ Mapping by PRISM Climate Group - Oregaon State University
=—_—— Agricultural Research Service

United States Department of Agriculture Stay Connected n & ﬁ =] By

m Additional Maps m Map & Data Downloads Interactive Map m

You are here: Home / Interactive Map

Interactive Map
T & Roads and Labal Map Transparenc: 3
Choose Location: | Lower 48 States « urn on Basernap Roads and Labels I?.)
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r
i Average Annual Extreme
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2.6.2 Interactive Map Viewer Tools
In the Interactive Map Viewer, there are map tools that serve various basic map functions. The
table below shows each of those tools and how to use them.

Tool Actions

Zoom Level

To pan and zoom, use your mouse and scroll wheel, the arrow keys
on your keyboard, or the zoom slider on the left side of your map.
To zoom in, you can also hold down the SHIFT key and drag a box
on the map.

"\D\.\..\.\"ﬂ"
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Tool Actions

Zaone Color Transparency
C) (k)
o0 75 50 25

The interactive map is a multilayered map with the zone colors
overlaying the selected basemap option (Terrain, Road Map, and
Satellite Image). This feature adjusts the transparency of the zone
colors, enabling the underlying attributes of the selected base map
to be more or less apparent. Sliding the scale to the left makes the
zone colors more transparent. Sliding the scale to the right makes
the zone colors more opaque.

Turn on Basermap Roads and Labels

Check the "'Turn on Basemap Roads and Labels' box to display
roads and labels on the displayed basemap. This option is available
only for Terrain and Satellite Image basemap choices.

Hide Legend

Click the Hide Legend box to display the map legend.

Choose Location: |anerf18 States v

Choose Location displays Lower 48 States as the default location.
You can change the location by clicking the Choose Location drop-
down menu to switch between Lower 48 States, Alaska, Hawaii,
and Puerto Rico.

Choose Basemap: | |BITEIN b

Choose Basemap displays Terrain as the default basemap. You can
change basemaps by clicking the Choose Basemap drop-down
menu to switch between Terrain, Road Map, and Satellite Image.

Help with this Map

Click Help with this map to get Interactive Map instructions and
definitions of terms.

Enter a five-digit ZIP Code into the ZIP Code search field and click
the Locate button. The location will be displayed on the map, and
the map will zoom to that location.

2.6.3 Viewing Plant Hardiness Zone Data

You can access plant hardiness zone data for any location on the Interactive Map by clicking
once on the location of interest. When you click on that location, the data for that location is
displayed in a pop-up box. The pop-up box displays the Plant Hardiness Zone, Average
Temperature (Fahrenheit), Temperature Range (Fahrenheit) and the Longitude and Latitude.

Note: After every 25 clicks, you will be presented with another CAPTCHA Challenge. This
challenge is to prevent automated robots from unauthorized access to map information and

overloading system access.
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2.7 USDA PHZM Help Page

The USDA PHZM Help page consists of information on how to use this website and the ability
to send an e-mail directly to the USDA. Both options are available from the "Help" tab.

2.7.1 How to Use This Website

Step 1: Access the How to Use This Website page

There are two ways to access the How to Use This Website page; each option is described below.
First, make sure you are in the Help page or select the Help tab on the toolbar to return to the
Help page.

Option 1 — Help Drop-Down Menu

Place your cursor over the Help tab on the toolbar. A drop-down menu will appear. Click
How to Use This Website. The How to Use This Website page will appear in the PHZM
window.

Interactive Map

iis Website

Stay Connected [ [}

How to Use This Website
Contact USDA-ARS

ition is available in a downloadable format: PHZM HelpDoc (PDF,

Option 2 — Help Topics
Click the How to Use This Website link in the Help Topics box on the left side of the
PHZM.
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Step 2: Access PHZM HelpDoc

You can read the PHZM HelpDoc on the How to Use This Website page, and you can also
obtain a downloadable copy from this page. To download a copy of the PHZM HelpDoc in PDF
or xxMB form, click the link in the dialog box at the top of the How to Use This Website page.

Thi= help information is available in a downloadable format: PHZM HelphDoc (PDF, xzMB)

The PHZM HelpDoc will open in Adobe PDF in a new Internet Browser window.

2.7.2 Contact USDA-ARS

Step 1: Access the Contact USDA-ARS Link

This feature allows the user to send e-mail inquiries relating to the PHZM to the USDA-ARS
(Agricultural Research Service). There are two ways to access the Contact USDA-ARS link;
each option is described below. First, make sure you are in the Help page or select the Help tab
on the toolbar to return to the Help page.

Option 1 — Help Drop-Down Menu

Place your cursor over the Help tab on the toolbar. A drop-down menu will appear. Click
Contact USDA-ARS. The USDA Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS) page
will appear in the main window.

Option 2 — Help Topics

Click the Contact USDA-ARS link in the Help Topics box on the left side of the PHZM
window. The Contact USDA Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS) page will
appear in the main window.

Step 2: Send an e-mail to the USDA Agricultural Research Service

Once the Contact USDA Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS) page appears, click the
phzm@ars.usda.gov link at the top of the page.

Contact USDA Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS)

If you have any questions about this website or about Plant Hardiness Zone Mapping, please
contact the USDA Agricultural Research Service by sending an e-mail to phem@ars.usda.gov,

For all other questions, please go to USDA Ask The Expert,

Your default computer mail client will appear. For example, if you have Microsoft Outlook
installed on your computer, the following will appear.
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pham@ars uide gov

If you do not have a default e-mail client on your computer, you can copy the e-mail address and
paste it into a different e-mail client (e.g., Google Gmail, Yahoo).

Step 3: Access the USDA Ask the Expert forum

This link is used to send inquiries which are more general in nature and not related to the PHZM.
To access the USDA Ask the Expert forum, click the Ask The Expert link that appears on the
Contact USDA Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS) page.

For all other guestions, please go to USDA Ask The Expert.

A new Internet Browser window will appear with the USDA Ask an Expert website
(http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=ASK_EXPERT?2).

3.0 USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map Application
(JavaScript Disabled Internet Browser)

3.1 Introduction

When you access the USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map application web in a JavaScript disabled
Internet Browser, the website's home page will look similar to the graphic below.

However, the PHZM website will perform differently in several sections in a JavaScript disabled
Internet Browser as compared to the JavaScript enabled Internet Browser.

If you have a JavaScript enabled Internet Browser, click here.
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USDA Agricultural R h Servi Mapping by PRISM Climate Group - Oregon State University
e gricultural Researc ervice

United States Department of Agriculture Stay Connected ﬂ I & ﬁ Y B
mm Hop & 0 onnieacs (EREE e m

Find Your Plant Hardiness Zone Javascript is not enabled in this Internet Browser

Please complete the Captcha below to For a better experience throughout this web site, please enable Javascript in your Internet

continue: Browser

What is a Captcha and why am | seeing one {(on left}?
& Captcha is a challenge-response test used to ensure that the response is generated by 3
person. Simply enter the code provided in the image or audio sound clip into the text field

Ent =8 " -
A2 D and click the "validate" button to continue with a zip code search.

FiiS i

This prompt will appear on your first
query, and every 5 queries thereafter,

Enter ZIP Code: 92563 m

USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map o Tamparars
o =1 1976-2¢ .

The USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map is
the standard by which gardeners and
growers can determine which plants are
most likely to thrive at a location. The
map is based on the average annual
minimurm winter temperature, divided
into 10-degree F zones.

For the first time, the map is available
as an interactive GIS-based map, for
which a broadband Internet connection
is recommended, and as static images
far those with slower Internet access,
Users may also simply type in a Zip
Code and find the hardiness zone for
that area

Mo posters of the USDA Plant Hardiness
Zone Map have been printed. But state,
regional, and national images of the map
can be downloaded and printed in a
variety of sizes and resolutions.

Build# 2.2 12/13/11

The PHZM website in a JavaScript disabled Internet Browser will perform differently in several
sections compared to the JavaScript enabled Internet Browser.

Below are the main differences.

3.2 USDA PHZM Home Page

The USDA PHZM Home Page includes a Plant Hardiness ZIP Code Finder.
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continue: Browser
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bk AT S T e & Captcha is a challenge-response test used to ensure that the response is generated by a
person. Simply enter the code provided in the image or audio sound clip into the text field
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This prompt will appear on your first
query, and every 5 queries thereafter,

Enter ZIP Code: |92563 m

et HELER R 56 e LR USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map
The USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map is { J ol o,

the standard by which oardeners and f\ Fide W 3 e el ﬂ

3.2.1 Plant Hardiness ZIP Code Finder
The Plant Hardiness ZIP Code Finder allows you to search a plant hardiness zone and

temperature range for a ZIP Code using the following steps. First, make sure you are in the

Home Page or select the Home tab on the toolbar to return to the Home page.

Step 1: Answer CAPTCHA Challenge

Enter the displayed CAPTCHA phrase in the Enter Code field and click Validate. Click the
Audio button to activate the CAPTCHA audio. Click the Reload button to refresh (change) the

CAPTCHA image.

Find Your Plant Hardiness Zone
Please complete the Captcha below to

continue:
Enter code:
s s v

This prompt will appear on your first
query, and every 5 queries thereafter,

Enter ZIP Code: (92563 m

Step 2: Access the ZIP Code Finder

Enter a five-digit ZIP Code in the Enter ZIP Code search field and click the Find button. The

plant hardiness zone and temperature range will be displayed below the search field (the
CAPTCHA challenge will disappear).

Enter ZIP Code; |92563 m
Zone 9b : 25 to 30 {F)

3.3 USDA PHZM View Maps Page
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The USDA PHZM View Maps Page consists of access to state, regional and national plant
hardiness zone maps in three different resolutions.

USDA Maiping by PRISM Clinite Grous - Oregon State Universty

== —_ Agricullural Research Service

United States Department of Agriculnre suyconnecred [ 0] & B8 = B3

Home. ‘View Maps Abourt Map & Dt a Downlosts. inter acihe Mag: Heip

View Maps

VasCript is ot enabled in this Internet Browser

Standard resslution (72dpi)

Dest for screen dplays, small S presentations
-
==

Medium resolution (150dpi}

for reports, medwm s2e presentations

’
High resslution (300dpi)

Dast for quility presentations, howevir thide ans large files

3.3.1 View Maps

The View Maps page allows you to access state, regional and national plant hardiness zone maps
in three different resolutions (72, 150, and 300 dpi). First, make sure you are in the View Maps
page or select the View Maps tab on the toolbar to return to the View Maps page.

Step 1: Access Standard 72 dpi Resolution National Maps

For standard resolution (72 dpi) national maps, click either US Zone Map or US Zone Map -
without A and B zone divisions.

Standard resolution {72dpi)
Best for screen displays, small size presentations

e LIS Fone Ma
e LIS Fone Map - without & and B zone divisions

Step 2: Download Standard 72 dpi Resolution National Maps

Your default browser download window will appear, prompting you to open the file or save the
file to your computer. Select "Save File" to save it locally.
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Step 3: Access Standard 72 dpi Resolution Regional Maps
For standard resolution (72 dpi) regional maps, click the U.S. by Region drop-down menu.

LS, by Region:

Step 4: Download Standard 72 dpi Resolution Regional Maps
Select a region and click the Download button. Your default browser download window will
appear and will allow you to save the file to your computer.

.S, by Region:

Select

Mok Central
Mok East
Morth West
South Central

Download

South West

Step 5: Access Standard 72 dpi Resolution State Maps
For standard resolution (72 dpi) state maps, click the States drop-down menu.

States:

Step 6: Download Standard 72 dpi Resolution State Maps
Select a state and click the Download button. Your default browser download window will
appear and will allow you to save the file to your computer.

Select ~

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

California-Maorth

California-South Internet Brow
Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

Disgtrict of Columbia Eize presentati
Flarida

Georgia

Hawwaii d B zone divisid
Idaho

llinoiz

o
Kanzas

Kentuck b

Alabama b

Step 7: Medium (150 dpi) and High (300 dpi) Resolution national, regional and state Maps
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To access medium resolution (150 dpi) and high resolution (300 dpi) national, regional and state
maps, follow the above directions.

Medium resolution (150dpi)
Best for reports, medium size presentations

® LIS Zone Map
* US Zone Map - without & and B zone divisions

U.5. by Region:

States:

High resolution {300dpi)

Best for quality presentations, however these are large files.

* LS Zone Man
* US Zone Man - without 4 and B zone divisions

U.5. by Region:

States:

3.4 USDA PHZM Interactive Map Page

The Interactive Map viewer is not available in the JavaScript disabled Internet Browser.
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